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D.C. Ends COVID Vaccine Mandates for 
Public Schools, But Officials Still Urge 
Parents to Get Kids Vaccinated 


The Washington, D.C., Council on Nov. 7 voted unanimously to end the COVID-19 vaccination 
requirement for the district’s nearly 50,000 public schoolchildren. The mandate, which required 
all students 12 and older in the district’s public schools to get the shots to attend school, sparked so 
much opposition when it passed in 2021 that it was never enforced. 


By Mike Capuzzo 
Miss a day, miss a lot. Subscribe to The Defender's Top News of the Day. It's free. 


The Washington, D.C., Council voted Nov. 7 to rescind the COVID-19 vaccine mandate for the 
nearly 50,000 students in the city’s public schools, ending one of the last COVID-19 vaccine 
mandates for public schoolchildren in the U.S. 


The council voted unanimously to pass Bill 25-0278, the School Student Vaccination Amendment 
Act of 2023, which removed the COVID-19 vaccination requirement for the city’s public school 
students. 


The D.C. mandate, which required all students 12 and older in the district’s public schools to get 
the COVID-19 shot to attend school, sparked opposition when it passed in 2021. It was never 
enforced. 


More than 40% of children over 12 in D.C. public and charter schools did not complete their two- 
dose series of the COVID-19 vaccine as of June, according to a September public health report to 
the council. 


Council members repeatedly delayed enforcement of the mandate. So many parents opposed 
the shots, that officials students would not attend school rather than get vaccinated. 


But critics of the COVID-19 vaccines called the decision a victory for school policy and common- 
sense parenting, saying the gene therapy shots are dangerous and unnecessary for 
schoolchildren who rarely get seriously ill from COVID-19. 


Kim Mack Rosenberg, acting general counsel for Children’s Health Defense (CHD) and co-author 
of “The HPV Vaccine On Trial,” told The Defender the decision to end the mandate was “good 
news,” adding “It’s a mandate that should have never been passed so I’m very happy to see it 
repealed.” 
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RFK Jr. and Brian Hooker’s 
New Book: “Vax-Unvax”’ 


She added: 


“What we now know and have known for some time is that children appear to be the 
population least likely to contract COVID and have a serious case. But we are seeing very 
serious side effects in younger people from these vaccines, including myocarditis and 
pericarditis and neurological effects.” 


Rosenberg said parents everywhere must be troubled and confused by media coverage of 
unusual deaths among young people and athletes from heart damage, and reports by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and insurance industry reports that the death 
rate among young people is up 20% percent in 2023, long after the pandemic was declared over. 


“It certainly warrants further investigation as to why we have children dying,” she said, noting the 
record death rate for young people began to climb in 2021, after the introduction of COVID-19 
vaccine mandates. 


Rosenberg urged parents everywhere to continue to educate themselves on vaccine risks and 
work together with support groups like CHD and its chapters in every state and around the 
world. 


When facing school boards, public health officials and other authorities, “Parents need to be 
aware, need to ask tough questions and not accept the marketing answer, ‘It’s safe and 
effective,” she said. 


"That's marketing, not science.” 
Even without a mandate, it’s important families have informed consent 


The requirement that all D.C. children ages 12 and older must receive the COVID-19 mRNA 
vaccine to attend school was first announced by the state superintendent of education on July 
19, 2022. 


Students in D.C. public schools and charter schools were already required to receive vaccines for 
diphtheria, polio, tetanus, rubella, measles and mumps. But in 2021, the D.C. Council added the 
COVID-19 vaccine to the required schedule for school students inthe hope of stopping the virus 
from spreading in schools. 
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But thousands of families, facing what would be one of the strictest COVID-19 vaccine policies in 
the nation, ignored the deadlines. 


With resistance from the city’s families, especially Black families, the state superintendent in 
August 2020 delayed compliance until January 2023, then delayed the mandate again, saying it 
would not enforce it until the start of the 2023-2024 school year. 


In June, Thomas Farley of DC Health warned the council that what he called misinformation 
among families could undermine vaccination efforts. 


“We believe that parents’ resistance would make it very difficult to enforce a mandate for COVID- 
19 vaccine at this time, especially while COVID-19 infection rates are very low,” Farley testified to 
the council. 


Some opponents, citing a report from the council's Office of Racial Equity, said it would be 
racially discriminatory to bar a disproportionate number of black students from school if they 
were not vaccinated. 


Council Chairman Phil Mendelson and at-large council member Christina Henderson, two 
sponsors of the original legislation that enacted the vaccine mandate, reversed course and 
introduced the new bill on April 27. After a public hearing in June and a Sept. 19 report, the 
amendment passed on Nov. 7 removing the COVID-19 shot from the vaccine schedule for school 
children. 


Council members said the harm of the COVID-19 vaccine mandate now exceeds the benefit and 
cited CDC guidance that does not recommend a requirement. 


“The Wuhan Cover-Up” 
by Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 


ORDER NOW 


Yet even as they voted to remove the mandate, council members still urged children 12 and over 
in the city’s schools to follow CDC guidelines and get the COVID-19 vaccine to stop the spread of 
the virus and save lives. 


Mendelson, in the Sept. 19 report, blamed what he called misinformation for causing 
widespread vaccine hesitancy among city families, especially among Black students who 
“between the ages of 5 and 17 experience persistent gaps in COVID-19 vaccination when 
compared to their white peers in the same age groups.” 
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‘Vaccines are safe,” he wrote. “It is a fact that vaccines keep communities safe by strengthening a 
person's natural defense against diseases and reducing the likelihood that the disease could 
spread to others. ... Unfortunately, widespread misinformation has caused many of our 
students’ families to distrust the COVID-19 vaccine or believe that infection with this virus is 
trivial.” 


Mendelson also wrote that it appeared the mandate was no longer needed. “What seemed 
prudent only months after the vaccine became available, and in the midst of the Delta-variant 
surge, is no longer considered to be best practice,” he wrote in the report. 


Acting on parental concerns, CHD was instrumental in a lawsuit, filed on behalf of four 
concerned parents in D.C., that overturned the “D.C. Minor Consent Act.” 


The act allowed children as young as 11 to get any vaccine including the Pfizer and Moderna 
mRNA COVID-19 vaccines, without parental consent. 


It is vital for parents and families everywhere to realize, Rosenberg said, that, “Even if there is not 
a mandate in place it’s very important that families have the right to choose what medical 
interventions their children receive.” 


SUGGEST A CORRECTION 


Mike Capuzzo 

Mike Capuzzo is the managing editor of The Defender. He is a former prize-winning 
reporter for The Philadelphia Inquirer and The Miami Herald, a science writer, and 
a regional magazine founding editor and publisher who has won more than 200 
journalism awards as a writer, editor and publisher. 


Sign up for free news and updates from Children’s Health Defense. CHD focuses on legal 
Strategies to defend the health of our children and obtain justice for those injured. We can't do it 
without your support 
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Teach your children well. Teach them that many of the vaccines that are mandated have never 
been safety tested and are causing high levels of chronic disease in children. 
Teach them to say what Nancy Raygun said about taking bad drugs, "Just say 'No' ." 
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"They must be getting Worried?" 
"WEF Warns ‘Climate Change’ Causing Sudden Heart Attack Surge" 
https://thepeoplesvoice.tv/... 


"FOIA’d Emails Reveal Highest-Level Leaders at White House, HHS, CDC, NIAID, AAP "All Knew 
COVID Vaccines 'Linked' to Myocarditis", Yet Publicly Covered Up Findings." 
https://dailyclout.io/foiad... 
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too many vaccinations with certain nanos is bad- but still those are real vaccines without a nano 
capsule. In the case of covid , it is not a vaccine, it is an ID. The pre entry luciferase of the mark of 
the beast if not the mark of the beast already 
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6 days ago edited 


*"BREAKING*" 'Murderers'? 

"11 Children Ages 9-19 Had a ‘Cardiac Arrest at US Schools in the Past Month’. Some 
Schools Are Now Starting to Conduct “Sudden Cardiac Arrest Screening” 

"Is there a time bomb in your child's chest?" 

https://www.globalresearch.... 


"FOIA’d Emails Reveal Highest-Level Leaders at White House, HHS, CDC, NIAID, AAP "All 
Knew COVID Vaccines ‘Linked’ to Myocarditis", Yet Publicly Covered Up Findings." 
https://dailyclout.io/foiad... 
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Evil will never rest, and neither shall we. 


November 2, 2023 FOIA’d CDC Emails Reveal Disturbing Myocarditis Timeline Warranting 
Investigation: Different Messaging Internally Vs. Publicly About COVID-19 Vaccines and 
Myocarditis 


Investigative work by two intrepid scientists, combined with Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
records, reveal a disturbing chronology during which the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) “delayed reporting the incidence of myocarditis to the general public for three 
months after the first statistically significant signal appeared in the [Vaccine Adverse Event 
Reporting System (VAERS)] database...especially in young male Americans from 18 to 21 years of 


n 


age. 
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1.) Wuhan Lab Partner Dr. Ralph Baric Reviewed Coronavirus Vaccine in December 2019 - After 
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ocneming IN ZU16 ON MOW LO Wiake IviOney Irom a Fanae;mic. 
https://www.thegatewaypundi... 


2.) While speaking at a conference in 2018, Wuhan Institute of Virology and collaborator and gain- 
of-function advocate 'Dr. Ralph Baric' advised attendees on how to “make money” in the next 
pandemic. 

https://thenationalpulse.co... 


3.) 'Dr. David Martin: Who “They” Are, “The Names and Faces” Of Covid!' 
https://www.algora.com/Algo... 
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1.) "Covid shots may slightly ‘increase risk of stroke’ in older adults, particularly when administered 
with certain flu vaccines" 
https://www.yahoo.com/lifes... 


2.) "FOIA'd Emails Reveal Highest-Level Leaders at White House, HHS, CDC, NIAID, AAP "All Knew 
COVID Vaccines Linked to Myocarditis", Yet Publicly Covered Up Findings." 
https://dailyclout.io/foiad... 
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*"BREAKING: Israeli MoH data released in March 2023 proves the vaccines are killing people. How 
come nobody noticed?? Hello!?!?*" 

In March 2023, MIT Professor Retsef Levi disclosed a troubling figure produced by the Israeli 
Ministry of Health. "This is unassailable proof the vaccines are killing people. Nobody noticed." 
https://kirschsubstack.com/... 
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